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DAY ONE
Thursday 2 October 2014

8:15am to 8:40am 
Registration in foyer of Tannock Hall of Education, Cnr Cliff 
and Croke Streets, Fremantle
All conference sessions will be held in Tannock Hall of Education, 
except for the excursion to Fremantle Prison on Friday.

8:40am (Room 101)
Welcome to conference by BEWA President Nic Keskinidis and 
ETAWA President Lorna Wardle

8:45am to 9:45am (Room 101)
KEYNOTE 1: Navigating Across Horizons in Financial 
Education – Lessons from the World
Wendy Mason, Head of the Commonwealth Bank 
Foundation
There is a growing consensus in Australia that financial education 
should be taught well and taught to everybody, most visibly signified 
by its recent integration into the new National Curriculum. But 
experiences around the world show us that curriculum integration 
is only the first step, and we, especially as business and economics 
educators, have much important work to do in driving the agenda 
forward. Based on recent research interviews with five globally 
recognised thought leaders, in this eye-opening session 
we will:
•	 unpack the most important emerging trends in financial education
•	 place	Australia	–	and	Australian	education	–	in	the	global	context
•	 look at best-practice in the delivery of financial education, and its 

links to business and economics education
•	 show why this topic is important and relevant to all of us, and 

look at the role we have to play

(AITSL Standards 3, 6,7)
       

9:45am to 10:45am
CONCURRENT SESSIONS A1, A2, A3, A4

A1 (Room 201) 
Learning the importance of soft skills in the Business world
Linda Riebe, Lecturer, Faculty of Business and Law, School 
of Business, Edith Cowan University, WA
Pressure from industry in culturally similar developed economies has 
seen research into the development of soft skill programs in both the 
higher education and corporate sectors. Soft skills are often targeted 
in job interviews and in criteria required by professional accreditation 
bodies.	Developing	soft	skills	–	also	referred	to	in	the	literature	as	
employability skills, generic skills, core skills, non-technical skills, key 
skills	–	in	undergraduates	has	been	a	pedagogical	conundrum	for	
educators. This interactive session will focus on how one program has 
applied the introduction of a scaffolded approach to the teaching and 
learning	of	employability	skills	to	advantage	business	students’	intent	
on entering technical professions. 

(AITSL Standards 2,3,6,7)

A2 (Room 202)
The Changing face of Business: Discussing some of the 
major changes in legal issues impacting on Business today
Julie McGinty, General Counsel, Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry of Western Australia
There have been two major paradigm shifts in the legal world that 
have had major implications for business in recent times. 
1. There has been a stark heightening of awareness of safety in the 

workplace. Changes to legal requirements, risk management 
and safety procedures have driven sweeping cultural shifts across 
industries, particularly in the resources sector. The changes to 
processes and procedures in the work environment has seen 
workplaces, managers and executives shift their operations to 
meet new standards. 

2. Changes to the Privacy Act. The Privacy Act protects personal 
information handled by large businesses (and in some cases 
smaller businesses). The new rules have changed the way 
businesses handle and process personal information; use 
personal information for direct marketing; disclose personal 
information to people overseas. The implications that these 
changes have on business in an operational sense are astounding.

This session will explore the complexities of these legal shifts and 
the implications on business, and how business now operates in the 
modern and technological world. 

(AITSL Standards 2,6,7)
 

A3 (Room301)
Navigating To Indigenous Accounting
Ellery Blackman CA, Pascoe Partners, and Robert 
Passmore CA, PricewaterhouseCoopers, WA
Accounting is a profession that affects all industries, yet the percentage 
of Accountants that are Indigenous is not aligned with the Australian 
population. Ellery Blackman CA, and, Robert Passmore  CA, provide 
insight into the barriers contributing to this underrepresentation, how 
they personally overcame those barriers, and why the accounting skill 
set are a valued skill set moving forward in the 21st century. Ellery 
Blackman CA is a Butchulla man (Fraser Island, QLD) who spent his 
childhood years in Mount Isa, North West QLD.  He specialises in 
the provision of tax and business advice to the Not-For-Profit and 
Charitable Trust industry, while also working with the Native Title, 
medical, hospitality, and retail industries. Robert Passmore CA is 
from the Wongai nation. His specific areas of expertise are corporate 
tax, financial modelling and analysis, business improvement, mine 
optimisation, strategic planning, budgeting, and project management.

(AITSL Standards 2,6,7)

A4 (Room 302)
The future of the mining industry and opportunities for 
Australian students
Bronwyn Barnes, General Manager Corporate Alliance 
Mining Commodities Ltd, Non-Executive Director 
Windward Resources Ltd, Independent Director Martu 
Peoples Ltd and WinjaBarna Ltd, Member of the Curtin 
Business School Advisory Council, Committee Member of 
the 500 Club, WA
Australian companies are involved in a wide range of mineral 
exploration and mining industries throughout this country and all over 
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the world. Our managerial and production expertise is well respected 
and sought after, offering significant opportunities for investment and 
employment, of men and women, in some of the most demanding 
and rewarding locations. This session will focus on identifying the 
range of companies who invest and operate here and overseas, the 
prospects for future development and the kind of education, skills and 
experience that is in demand in these fields. Students should be aware 
of the global nature of the entire mining industry and how prospects 
can shift quickly as economic conditions and governments change.

(AITSL Standards 2, 3, 6, 7)

10:45am to 11:15am
MORNING TEA AND TRADE DISPLAY

11:15am to 12:15pm
CONCURRENT SESSIONS B1, B2, B3, B4

B1 (Room 201)
The Federal Election 2013: The rise of the minor 
parties and independents – the implications for 
representation and the economy
Amanda Madden, Dean of Student Services, Perth 
College, WA
The 2013 federal election brought an end to a noteworthy period 
in Australian politics.  The end of the first hung Parliament at a 
Commonwealth level in Australia since 1940, the return (and 
thereafter the electoral defeat of) a former prime minister (Rudd) 
at the expense of an incumbent (Gillard) who had earlier displaced 
him, a Speaker and a sitting MP with well-publicized financial and 
personal scandals, all of which resulted in an electorate that was 
disillusioned by formal politics. As a result of this, the 2013 federal 
election fielded a record number of candidates in both the House 
of Representatives and the Senate. It was an election which saw a 
dramatic rise in support for minor parties and independents which 
reached record levels for both the House and Representatives and 
the Senate.  The 2013 federal election was also distinguished by the 
extent to which sophisticated preferencing strategies were employed 
by parties and candidates to optimise their chances of success, 
which resulted in micro-parties elected at the expense of major 
parties.  This was an election where the tightness of some results saw 
appeals to the Electoral Commissioner and a petition to the Court 
of Disputed Returns. So what does all this mean for representation 
and the economy?  What influence has preference harvesting had 
on representation? What impact will the emergence of the new 
micro parties have on key legislation and what is the flow-on to the 
economy?  A topical discussion on the results of the 2013 federal 
election and the significance of the results on the 44th Parliament.

(AITSL  Standards 2, 6, 7)

B2 (Room 202)
Creativity and Innovation: From boardroom to classroom
Mathilda Joubert, Education Consultant, Swan Christian 
Education Association Inc., WA
Creativity and innovation has always been a valuable source of 
competitive	advantage	for	some	businesses.		But	in	today’s	rapidly	
changing world the ability to generate new ideas and making them 
happen is no longer a mere desirability; it has become an essential for 
every business and indeed every young person leaving our schools.  

During this session we will unpack why creativity and innovation is 
important	to	business,	how	it	can	be	nurtured	and	how	‘creative	
mavericks’	can	be	managed	in	the	workplace.	We	will	also	explore	
the role that we as educators can play in preparing young people 
through a series of practical strategies for developing the skills of 
creative thinking and innovation in the classroom.  Drawing on insights 
from working as teacher, researcher, curriculum advisor to various 
governments, and Innovation Consultant to Fortune 500 Companies 
around the world, Mathilda will look at what the classroom can learn 
from the board room and vice versa.  

(AITSL Standards 1, 3, 4, 6, 7)

B3 (Room 301) 
Tax reform: key domestic and global issues
Michael Croker, Head of Tax Policy, Chartered Accountants 
Australia and New Zealand (formerly The Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in Australia)
Understanding the need for tax reform in Australia will be a hot 
issue	in	the	lead	up	to	the	next	Federal	Election.	What’s	wrong	
with our tax base and how can tax reform provide a sustainable 
platform for funding government services? In an international context 
where multi-national companies operate in many countries, and 
with some emerging countries becoming global economic powers, 
this presentation also looks at the tensions that exist in sharing taxes 
between nations.

(AITSL Standards 2, 6, 7,)

B4 (Room 302)
Like Ships in the Night: A Federal Budget, Economics  and 
the General Public 
Shane Wright, Economics Editor, The West Australian
Every year about 500 journalists are locked up in a room for six hours 
to go through the details of the Federal Budget. Much attention is paid 
to various policy measures but the Budget is very much an economic 
document. Yet the economics as detailed in the Budget can be very 
much at odds with the economics that teachers, the public and 
journalists understand. This presentation will go through some curious 
features of Federal Budgets over the years, how they are compiled, 
and	the	importance	of	the	‘official	economics	family’	in	key	economic	
forecasts. Trivia and pop culture mentions will also feature in this 
address by someone who has endured 16 Federal Budget lock-ups.

(AITSL Standards  2, 6, 7)

12:15pm to 1:15pm
CONCURRENT SESSIONS C1, C2, C3, C4

C1 (Room 201)
Civics and Citizenship – Law-related studies in the
middle school
Jules Aldous, Vice Principal, Shelford Girls’ Grammar, Vic
This presentation provides an update on the Australian Civics and 
Citizenship Curriculum for middle school, with a focus on law-related 
studies. The presentation will explore an approach to developing a 
Civics	and	Citizenship	program	adapted	by	Shelford	Girls’	Grammar,	
explore flexibility in developing elaborations, and suggest possible 
resources available to support Civics and Citizenship programs.

(AITSL Standards 2, 3, 5, 6, 7)
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C2 (Room 202)
Traits of an Entrepreneur
David Schwartz , Director, Prime West, WA 
David Schwartz could best be described as a serial entrepreneur. He 
has created or started over 22 different companies and is currently 
involved with 16 diverse and very different businesses ranging from 
200	retail	stores,	to	Australia’s	largest	manufacturer	of	contact	lenses.	
David is on the board of three publicly listed companies. David has 
also patented numerous successful products, some of which have 
sold tens of millions of units. Currently his businesses manage over 
$3b of assets. David will share with us his insights into what it takes 
to	be	a	successful	entrepreneur.	David	is	also	the	author	of	‘It’s	Not	
Where	You	Start	but	Where	You	Finish:	Lessons	for	Business	&	Life’.

(AITSL Standards 2, 6, 7)

C3 (Room 301)
Strong in Two Worlds: Project-Based Learning at 
Wiluna Remote Community School
Arama Mataira, Principal, Wiluna Remote Community 
School, WA and Colin Bell, Director of Collaborative 
Systemic Change, WA
We would like to share what we have learned from our journey to 
purposefully bring skills development and business awareness to our 
students in a remote Aboriginal community. Our work combines the 
community	agreed	vision	of	‘Strong	in	Two	Worlds’	with	the	need	for	
the community to be entrepreneurial in its approach; creating its own 
future. The presentation will outline how we identify and develop 
skills using project-based learning that will enable students to become 
the vision set by their community, as well as developing local and 
accessible micro-businesses to learn from.

(AITSL Standards 1, 4, 6, 7)

C4 (Room 302)
Teaching macroeconomics using the AD/AS model
Steven Kemp, Lecturer, Edith Cowan University, WA
An understanding of the business cycle is the foundation of modern 
macroeconomics. Why does economic activity fluctuate around a 
rising trend? Most introductory units in macroeconomics focus on the 
simple Keynesian expenditure model.  But this model can only explain 
short run fluctuations in spending and does not provide an adequate 
explanation of how the economy adjusts in the long run. The AD/
AS model provides a more complete picture of the business cycle 
and the effectiveness of fiscal and monetary policy. But students find 
this model difficult and challenging. Is it possible to teach the more 
complex AD/AS model in a simple framework? Is it important to teach 
both the short run and long run aggregate supply curves? 

(AITSL Standards 1, 2, 3, 6, 7)

1:15pm TO 2:00pm
LUNCH AND TRADE DISPLAY

2:00pm to 3:00pm
CONCURRENT SESSIONS D1, D2, D3, D4

D1 (Room 201)
The Australian Consumer Law: A Young Peoples’ 
Friendly Guide Using a Real World Approach
Joe Alvaro, Assistant Human Society and its Environment 
(HSIE)  Coordinator, Marist College North Shore, NSW
The Australian Consumer Law (contained in a schedule to the 
Competition and Consumer Act 2010) enables consumers all around 
Australia to receive the same legal protection no matter where they 
live. Up to date knowledge of this legislation, including the seven 
consumer guarantees for goods, and the three consumer guarantees 
for services it provides, is essential for the teaching and learning of 
Economics and Business and associated studies. This presentation will 
provide teachers with strategies and resources to effectively teach 
the Australian Consumer Law to young people using a real world 
approach. The presentation will also focus on teaching students the 
higher order thinking skills of analysing and evaluating in the context of 
how effective the Australian Consumer Law is in achieving justice for 
consumers in the commercial world.

(AITSL Standards  1, 2, 3, 6, 7)

D2 (Room 202)
Analysis and Evaluation of ‘Issues’: Economics and 
Business reading is changing – is writing declining?
Chris McGuire, Prince Alfred College, SA
Teachers need to be involved much more actively in the ways 
students plan and prepare for written work. The higher-order skills of 
analysis and evaluation need to be on display for students to achieve. 
But	how	does	one	‘build’	these?	It	is	particularly	challenging	when	
so many young people are reading less and further, reading mainly 
from digital media. A project management approach, combined with 
an innovative Web tool known as ESProgress is available to help. It 
makes visible the building blocks for creating an argument in written, 
out-of-class assignments and directs a connection for the teacher with 
the work of each student as it takes shape.

(AITSL Standards 2, 5, 6, 7)

D3 (Room 301)
The prospectus, interim and annual reports: Aiding 
teaching and learning in Accounting and Finance
Sarah Pearce, Hale School, WA
Australian reporting entities publish a number of documents that 
bring to life the theory regulated by the Corporations Act and the 
Framework for the Preparation and Presentation of General Purpose 
Financial Reports.  This presentation will examine how to use these 
publications in the classroom to develop conceptual understandings 
often misunderstood by students.  It aims to provide an overview of 
the big picture that allows students to put in place isolated theoretical 
and practical accounting concepts.  The presentation will cover the 
issuing	of	shares	and	the	application	process,	the	board	of	directors’	
duties and consolidated entities reporting of key performance 
indicators, corporate social responsibility and ethical behaviour. The 
general purpose financial reports will also be examined referencing 
the Conceptual Framework, and the audit function will be discussed.

(AITSL Standards 1, 2, 3, 6, 7)
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D4 (Room 302)
Creative teaching in Economics
Ian Moore, Head of Economics, Trinity Grammar 
School, NSW
Creative teaching allows teachers to bring personality and life to 
their lessons, and makes teaching more exciting, for students and 
teachers alike. Ideally, students should leave a classroom more 
enthusiastic about the subject of Economics than when they entered 
it. This presentation focuses on methods of constructing structures 
entertaining	enough	to	attract	students’	attention	and	stick	in	their	
minds. These Economics structures need to cleverly encapsulate 
relevant information so that they are effective learning and memory 
tools. This requires the development of a comprehensive, formal 
set of mnemonics, which may include techniques such as narratives, 
interesting sentences, acronyms and cartoons. The presentation 
will illustrate practical methods for constructing a creative learning 
environment for teaching Economics and other subjects. These 
creative techniques will be specifically applied to teaching about 
economic policies, the impact of these economic policies and causes 
for changes in economic outcomes.

(AITSL Standards 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7)

3:00pm to 3:30pm
KEYNOTE 2: Update on Australian Curriculum 
Economics and Business
Nic Keskinidis, BEWA President

(AITSL Standards 6, 7)

3:30pm to 4:30pm                                                             
WELCOME RECEPTION                                                                   

Sponsored by the Commonwealth Bank Foundation

4:30pm
CLOSE

DAY TWO
Friday 3 October 2014

8:45am to 9:45am (Room 101)
KEYNOTE 3: Economics and Business Education now and 
in the future: a CPA perspective
Anthony Matis FCPA, General Manager Education, CPA

(AITSL Standards  2, 3  6, 7)

9:45am to 10:45am
CONCURRENT SESSIONS E1, E2, E3, E4

E1 (Room 201)
‘How Beautiful is Youth’ – Reflections on the Law and 
Young People from an Old Law Enforcer and Law Maker
The Honourable Bob Kucera, former  Assistant 
Commissioner for Police
The Honourable Bob Kucera has experience in every aspect of 
operational policing, has been a principal investigator in some of the 

State’s	most	notorious	crimes,	and	has	undergone	comprehensive	
training in the art of terrorist and hostage negotiation. Bob pioneered 
the	concept	of	‘community	policing’	and	has	had	particular	influence	
nationally	in	those	areas	of	policing	that	impact	youth,	women’s	
issues, minority groups and domestic violence. Bob has held senior 
and high ranking employment, political and community positions.

(AITSL Standards 2, 6, 7)

E2 (Room 202)
Globalisation
Ruth Taylor and Jeremy Lu, Curtin University, WA
Ruth is the Director Teaching & Learning, School of Management, 
CBS, Curtin University. Jeremy has been a sessional lecturer and tutor 
at Curtin University for the last 7 years and has also been involved in 
business and organisational strategy planning and workshop facilitation. 
Jeremy has co-founded GroupMap, an online tool for teachers 
to create e-templates and visual organisations to capture student 
responses and encourage higher order thinking and decision making. 
This workshop is a hands-on experience where participants will be 
invited to join in collective learning and decision making around the 
theme of globalisation. Bring your connected laptops or tablet with 
the latest version of safari, chrome or internet explorer to join in.

(AITSL Standards 2, 3, 6, 7)

E3 (Room 301)
Financial Reporting: Back to the Future?
Professor Derek Parkin, University of Notre Dame, 
Fremantle
In this session, Derek will use the past to reflect on the future 
of accounting and, more particularly, financial reporting in future 
decades. Will it look anything like that to which we are currently 
accustomed? Will there be a need for a new educational platform 
–	for	students,	teachers	and	practitioners	alike	–	or	will	it	be,	
substantively,	business	as	usual.	Derek’s	views	will	not	necessarily	be	
predictable nor universally palatable, but will undoubtedly be  
thought-provoking. 

 (AITSL Standards  1, 2, 6, 7)

E4 (Room 302)
Current Economic Conditions: Beyond the 
Investment Boom
Joanne Penaranda, Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
WA
As the Western Australian economy transitions from a period of 
growth driven by resource sector investment, other sectors of the 
economy	are	filling	the	gap	–	but	is	it	enough?	This	session	provides	
an update on current economic conditions, the impact of the 
transition, and the outlook for growth.

(AITSL Standards  2, 3, 6, 7)

10:45am to 11:15am
MORNING TEA AND TRADE DISPLAY

11:15am to 12:15Pm
CONCURRENT SESSIONS F1, F2, F3, F4

 

Foundation
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F1 and G1 – Excursion to Fremantle Prison 
Assemble at the registration desk in the foyer of the Tannock Hall 
of Education by 11:15am. You will walk through Fremantle to the 
historic Fremantle Prison for an escorted tour through the prison. On 
the way you will pass the famous Fremantle Markets and the historic 
Fremantle Oval. At the conclusion of the tour of the prison, you will 
walk back to Tannock Hall in time for lunch.

NOTE: This session runs over two time slots and will conclude at 
1.15pm. Delegates must be able to walk for 15 minutes to and from 
the conference venue to the prison, as well as taking part in a walking 
tour of the prison.

(AITSL Standards 2, 6, 7)

F2 (Room 202)
Teaching Business Studies as the Economy Changes
Debra McNaughton, Head of Humanities, St Patrick’s 
College, Ballarat, Vic
The economy of today is quite different from 10 years ago. There has 
been a slowing of mining investment and changes to manufacturing 
(including the demise of the car manufacturers). At the same time, 
there is optimism as other industries emerge with growth potential, 
including agribusiness, international education and healthcare. This 
is the world that our students will encounter for their careers. So 
how can we ensure that we provide relevant, engaging activities for 
our senior secondary students in Business Studies and/or Economics 
classes? This session will provide information about the growth and 
decline of various industry sectors in our economy, as well as practical 
suggestions for classroom approaches and activities.

(AITSL Standards 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7)

F3 (Room 301)
Flipping the classroom – What’s all the fuss about?
Sasha Mildenhall, Taylors Lakes Secondary College, Vic
Everyone	is	talking	about	flipping	the	classroom,	but	what’s	all	the	
fuss	about?	What’s	it	all	about	and	why	are	so	many	educators	
raving	about	it?	Many	argue	that	it	just	makes	sense.	If	you’re	trying	
to truly differentiate your instruction and cater to the needs of all 
your students, with their various levels of ability, then flipping offers a 
genuine way to promote student engagement and achievement. This 
session will explore the research behind this approach and provide 
practical examples of its application in business education.

(AITSL Standards 1, 3, 4, 6, 7)

F4 (Room 302)
The Global and Domestic Economies – Experience 
Since the Global Financial Crisis and Medium 
Term Outlook
David Christmas, Director of Economic and Revenue 
Forecasting, Western Australian Treasury
David has worked in a number of roles in the Western Australian 
Treasury, recently as Director of Strategic Policy and currently as 
Director of Economic and Revenue Forecasting. In this session David 
will briefly review trends in the global economy, particularly in key 
developed economies, as well as nationally and in Western Australia, 
since the global financial crisis.  It will also consider the medium term 
outlook and some of the challenges facing policy makers. 

(AITSL Standards 2, 3, 6, 7)

12:15pm to 1:15pm
CONCURRENT SESSIONS G1, G2, G3, G4

G1 (See Session F1 – continuation of Excursion to 
Fremantle Prison)

G2 (Room 202)
Connecting to Asia
Pamela Stewart, Manager Asia Literacy, Department of 
Education, WA
Asia is the fastest growing region in the world and by 2025 will 
have three of the five largest world economies. It will have a strong 
aspirational middle class of more than 3 billion, with enormous 
consumer	power.	Australia’s	engagement	with	Asia	is	growing	
at a much greater rate than our engagement with the rest of the 
world combined. Exports to Asia rose by more than 80% in the 
decade to 2011, while exports to the rest of the world fell by 
20%. This presentation will focus on teaching strategies and new 
online resources supporting the Australian Economics and Business 
Curriculum	and	the	Asia	and	Australia’s	engagement	with	Asia	
cross-curriculum priority. Resources will include video case studies 
of Australian business people connecting with the Region, and the 
entrepreneurial skills and Asia capabilities they have developed to 
foster these connections.

(AITSL Standards 3, 6, 7)

G3 (Room 301)
Flipping the classroom – I’m converted, so how do I 
actually do it?
Sasha Mildenhall, Taylors Lakes Secondary College, Vic
Whether	you’ve	attended	‘What’s	all	the	fuss	about?’	and	want	
to now know how to go about creating your own resources and 
implementing a flipped classroom, or you heard about it somewhere 
else	and	you’re	looking	for	some	simple	ways	to	successfully	flip	your	
classroom,	then	you’ve	come	to	the	right	place.	This	session	will	
focus on some simple tools you can use to create your own flipped 
resources, and key steps you need to take to ensure students are 
actively engaged in your flipped classroom. Bring your laptop to this 
session if you wish, but they are not compulsory.

(AITSL Standards 1, 3, 4, 6, 7)

G4 (Room 302)
A transformative economics classroom?
Greg Parry, WACE and Australian Curriculum Consultant, 
Catholic Education Office of WA
As teachers of economics and business, we all seek to design 
learning experiences that students will find engaging and, perhaps, 
transformative. Transformative learning is not independent of 
content, course or discipline (Kelly and Crainton, 2009). It enables a 
deeper coverage of the content that we all must teach in our highly 
prescriptive syllabi. This presentation explores approaches that might 
transform	students’	thinking.	After	a	little	bit	of	theory,	it	offers	some	
practical suggestions from both Australian Curriculum (5-10) and Year 
11 and 12 perspectives.

(AITSL Standards 1, 2, 3, 6, 7)
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1:15pm TO 2:00pm
LUNCH AND TRADE DISPLAY

2:00pm to 3:00pm
CONCURRENT SESSIONS H1, H2, H3, H4

H1 (Room 201)
Talking back to the Australian curriculum: why 
Economics and Business should be compulsory, core 
curriculum in Years 9 and 10
Anita Forsyth, Senior Lecturer, Professional Experience 
Director (Secondary), Faculty of Education, Monash 
University, Vic
While	economics	and	business	is	included	as	‘core’	in	the	Australian	
curriculum	across	Years	5	–	8,	this	presentation	argues	that	it	should	
be an essential and compulsory part of the Years 9 and 10 curriculum. 
While states and schools are able to make choices about what to 
include in the Years 9 and 10 curriculum, it seems incredible that it 
will	be	a	‘lottery’	about	whether	students	have	access	to	economics	
and business education in Years 9 and 10. Given the times we are 
in and the challenges of the 21st century, recognising the value of 
economics and business education in helping students understand 
contemporary society and make informed decisions that will shape 
their futures and the futures of the world they live in should not be 
confined	to	Years	5	–	8.	This	presentation	makes	the	case	that	as	
economics and business education plays a unique role in developing 
curriculum goals such as civics and citizenship education, enterprise 
education, values education, global education and environmental 
education, as well as 21st century skill building such as problem-
solving and critical and creative thinking, it is therefore essential this 
curriculum	needs	to	be	part	of	the	‘compulsory’	curriculum	beyond	
Year 8 and at Years 9 and 10.

(AITSL Standards 6, 7)

H2 (Room 202)
Using explicit literacy strategies in the
business classroom
Kathy Kracjar, Wesley College, WA
As business teachers we hear the need to teach more financial 
literacy as a life skill. However, the use of appropriate literacy 
in business report writing, tests and examinations is crucial for 
students to improve results. Students require structured models 
to gain confidence in their own writing ability, especially writing 
under timed conditions. The session will provide explicit teaching 
strategies that are used in the business classroom such as paragraph 
and extended response structure, connectives, it depends on, rapid 
writing and integration of examples. This session will also include 
literacy techniques for writing a business plan for the Plan Your Own 
Enterprise competition. Responsibility of teaching literacy is not just 
for	the	English	teachers,	it	is	every	teacher’s	responsibility	to	embed	
literacy into their everyday teaching.

(AITSL Standards 2, 3, 5, 6, 7)

H3 (Room 301)
Understanding misunderstanding: Balance 
Day Adjustments
Gabrielle Jolliffe, Mt Lawley Senior High School, WA
An area that students consistently struggle with, is balance day 

adjustments. Balance day adjustments are an integral part of financial 
reporting and students need to develop a solid understanding of 
how they impact on financial performance and position. This session 
will firstly explore the reasons why students often fail to grasp an 
understanding of balance day adjustments and then present an 
approach that could be utilised in the classroom.

(AITSL Standards 2, 3, 6, 7)

H4 (Room 302)
An Innovative Approach to Financial Literacy in 
Middle School Economics and Business
Anne Nunan, National Program Manager, Financial Basics 
Foundation
With consumer and financial literacy being explicitly targeted by the 
Economics & Business Curriculum, Australian business educators will 
be looking for innovative ways to engage their students in this critical 
core skill. This workshop gives participants an opportunity to explore 
our resources and services which are provided free of charge for use 
in all Australian secondary schools. The resources are designed to 
support students in developing the capacity for making responsible 
and informed financial choices.

•	 ESSI Money is an engaging online interactive game where 
students are given the opportunity to make virtual financial 
decisions, and, more importantly, to experience the 
consequences (positive and negative) of their decisions. 

•	 OFL is a suite of flexible student activities and worksheets, 
supported by comprehensive notes for teachers.

The session will focus on exploring ESSI Money, providing a hands-on 
opportunity to see how this unique resource functions. A range of 
strategies for using this game will take teaching and learning financial 
skills to an entirely new dimension. In order to explore the game, 
delegates will need their own laptops/tablets/phones (with flash) for 
this workshop. Wifi will be available.

(AITSL Standards 2, 3, 6, 7)

3:00pm to 3:30pm
KEYNOTE 4: Update on Australian Curriculum Civics 
and Citizenship
Nic Keskinidis, BEWA President

(AITSL Standards 6, 7)

3:30pm to 4:30pm
SUNDOWNER AND PRIZE WINNERS
Celebrate the Navigating Across Horizons conference by networking 
with colleagues from around Australia as we announce prize winners.

4:30PM
CLOSE
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